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SUBJECT: HAARETZ ARTICLE ON DINITZ-HABIB MEETING 
REF:A)STATE 220724; B) TEL AVIV6124 

l.IAM REPEATING TO YOU TEL AVIV 6108 WHICH REPORTS THAT 
HAARETZ HAS CARRIED AN ARTICLE BY ITS WASHINGTON CORRESPON- 
DENT (MARGALIT) GIVING A HIGHLY TENDENTIOUS AND INACCURATE 
ACCOUNT OF MY MEETING WITH DINITZ AND OUR POSITION ON 
AMOCO'S DR;LLING OPERATIONS. 

2. IN THE ABSENCE OF DINITZ, WHO IS IN NEW YORK, I CALLED 
MINISTER BAR-ON TO INDICATE THAT THE APPEARANCE OF THE 
ARTICLE IN HAARETZ WAS DISTURBING NOT ONLY BECAUSE IT 
PUBLICIZED MY DISCUSSION WITH DINITZ BUT DID SO IN A HIGHLY 
TENDENTIOUS AND INACCURATE WAY. I RECALLED THAT BOTH 
DINITZ AND I HAD AGREED THAT PRESS REPORTS ABOUT THIS 
MATTER WOULD BEST BE AVOIDED. NOW THAT THE ARTICLE HAD 
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APPEARED, HOWEVER, WE WOULD BE CALLED UPON TO RESPOND. I 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


TOLD BAR-ON THAT OUR PRESS SPOKESMAN TODAY WOULD ACKNOWLEDGE 
THAT THE MEETING WITH DINITZ DID OCCUR AND NOTE THAT THIS 
WAS PART OF A CONTINUING DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE ISRAELIS AND 
OURSELVES HERE AND IN TEL AVI' TO SEEK A PRACTICAL SOLUTION 
TO AMOCO'S DRILLING PROBLEM. WE WILL NOTE THAT THE QUESTION 

OF AN APOLOGY FROM THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT NEVER AROSE. I 
FURTHER INFORMED BAR-ON THAT WE ALSO INTEND TO TAKE THE 
LINE THAT THIS IS A HIGHLY COMPLICATED LEGAL MATTER AND 
THAT WE HOPE TO FIND A PRACTICAL SOLUTION WHICH WOULD 
MINIMIZE THE POSSIBILITY OF MISUNDERSTANDING OR CONFRONTA- 
TION. 

3. BAR-ON SAID HE HAD READ THE MEMCON OF DINITZ' TALK WITH 
ME AND AGREED THAT IT. INDEED, CONVEYED THE IMPRESSION 

OF AN AMICABLE MEETING. BAR-ON SAID THAT HE WOULD INFORM 
TEL AVIV OF MY CALL AND THAT THE ISRAELI EMBASSY WOULD 
HAVE ITS SPOKESMAN ALSO CHARACTERIZE MY MEETING WITH DINITZ 
AS A CONTINUATION OF A DIALOGUE WITH THE ISRAELIS AIMED AT 
FINDING A PRACTICAL SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM. 

4. BAR-ON LATER CALLED TO SAY HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
TEL AVIV AND THEY HAD TAKEN THIS LINE THERE. ROBINSON 
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